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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Non-Public Meeting #1 Minutes – January 24, 2018 
 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3, II (d) Consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or 
personal property which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose 
interests are adverse to those of the general community 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(d) consideration 
of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal property which, if discussed in public, would likely 
benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to those of the general community, seconded by 
Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered nonpublic session at 
6:29 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and Sylvester Karasinski.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. 

 
Hutwelker spoke about the Gold property, 321 Old Homestead Highway. He said Airport Director Jack 
Wozmak has been involved in negotiations with the owners. Hutwelker said that making an offer of 
$100,000 would be appropriate.  He said he visited the property and it will probably be a tear down.  
Some out buildings could be potentially sold and moved off the property. Hutwelker said that 
$100,000 is as low as the offer can be; it is 4 acres and the owner says value is at $140,000 or 
$170,000.  He also noted that the property is assessed at $75,400. The question the Board discussed 
was whether or not to have the Town approach the owners or have someone else do so on the Town’s 
behalf.   
 
Karasinski asked if there was any problem paying more than assessed value and Hutwelker said 
assessed value and market value are two different things. There was a discussion about problems with 
the house and Colby said the inhabitants were smokers and anyone who walked into the house would 
immediately notice the smoking odor. Branley noted Wozmak mentioned the possibility of the City of 
Keene paying the Town for an easement to trim trees around the airport. 

 
Colby asked what the disadvantage of having a third party involved is. There is the timing aspect, and 
could be perceived as deceptive by the public. Hutwelker said the benefit is clarity to the public.  It was 
noted that the nearby Boes lot is listed for $132,000 but the Gold lot has sewer and Boes lot does not. 
There was a discussion about soliciting comment from the Planning Board and the Conservation 
Commission, and that two public hearings must be held before a purchase or sale can be made. RSA 
41:14-a also provides that 50 registered voter can petition to place the acquisition on the Town 
Warrant rather than allowing the Board to proceed with the purchase. 

 
Karasinski said he is in favor of making an offer of $100,000. Hutwelker said he thought the Board 
should take another look at the Boes land and think about it a bit more before making a decision.  
Colby said he could make an offer now.  The Board decided by consensus to make an offer of $100,000 
and Hutwelker will follow up. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor 
by Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:46 pm. 
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Motion was made by Karasinski to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
  
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Beverly Bernard  
 
    
Approved on January 31, 2018   
Unsealed on March 16, 2022 


